RHODE ISLAND CITIZENS FOR THE ARTS

Building coalition to advance Rhode Island’s creative communities

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Lisa Carnevale, 401-954-1135
lisa@myrandagroup.com

REPORT SHOWS POSITIVE TREND IN JOBS AND BUSINESSES IN THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN RHODE ISLAND
A six-year trend, beginning in 2007 when the state’s recession began, shows 52% gain in creative industry businesses and
13% gain in creative industry jobs

PROVIDENCE, Rl (May 24, 2012) — Rl Citizens for the Arts (RI CFA) announces positive growth trends in creative industry
jobs and businesses in Rhode Island. The annual Creative Industries in Rhode Island report shows the creative sector in RI
added 770 jobs (or 6%) and 460 new businesses (or 16%) between 2011 and 2012. A six year trend, beginning in 2007
when the state’s recession hit, shows a strong and steadily growing industry sector, despite economic hard times.
According to the report, based on Dun & Bradstreet registered businesses, the period from 2007-2012 shows overall a
52% gain in creative sector businesses and 13% gain in creative sectdrjobs in both nonprofit and for profit industries.

“Anecdotally, we’ve long understood the creative industries as a strong and resilient sector, and a significant asset to
RI’'s economy. With these compiled figures, we now also have concrete evidence,” noted Libby Slader, principal of Libby
Slader Interior Design and RI CFA Board Chair. “In addition to providing core industry jobs, the creative sector feeds
innovation and entrepreneurship. This is truly a solid basis for more growth and makes for a wise investment in our
state.”

The most impressive gains found in the report are in design-related businesses and jobs. Businesses and jobs in design
grew by 26% between 2011-2012. Over the six year spread, this industry shows a 194% increase in businesses (from 258
in 2007 to 758 in 2012) and 142% increase in jobs (from 535 in 2007 to 1297 in 2012). The motion picture industry also
showed impressive increases between 2011-2012 with a 47% gain in businesses (from 214 in 2011 to 314 in 2012) and
27% gain in jobs (from 851 in 2011 to 1081 in 2012).

“Rhode Island has something a lot of other places don’t have; a community that fosters collaboration and values
creativity,” said Matt Grigsby, founder of Ecolect.com, and co-founder of Anchor, a design incubation space in
Providence. “At Anchor, we saw the potential to foster this community. Because of RI’s general proximity to Boston and
NY, the colleges and universities that bring people here from all over the world and the ease in making connections, we
see more and more passionate, skilled designers bringing new wealth and applied knowledge into the state to create
change. It’s exactly the type of company our state needs.”

The Creative Industries in Rhode Island report, released by Americans for the Arts annually, and distributed locally by
state captain Rl Citizens for the Arts, is part of a nationwide study using Dun & Bradstreet data and geo-economic
analysis to track and map the presence of arts-related entities in six creative industries: 1) museums and collections; 2)
performing arts; 3) visual arts and photography; 4) film, radio, and TV; 5) design and publishing; and 6) arts schools and
services. Those creative industries ranged from nonprofit museums, symphonies, and theaters to for-profit film,
architecture, and design companies. The report is considered a conservative estimate, as it is only counting those
businesses that have registered with Dun & Bradstreet.
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This Creative Industries report offers a research-based approach to understanding the scope and
economic importance of the arts in Rhode Island. The creative industries are composed of arts
businesses that range from non-profit museums, symphonies, and theaters to for-profit film, architecture,
and advertising companies. Arts businesses and the creative people they employ stimulate innovation in
todays global marketplace.

Nationally, there are 905,689 businesses in the U.S. involved in the creation or distribution of the arts.
They employ 3.35 million people, representing 4.42 percent of all businesses and 2.15 percent of all
employees, respectively. The source for these data is Dun & Bradstreet, the most comprehensive and
trusted source for business information in the U.S.

As of January 2012, Rhode Island is home to 3,248 arts-related businesses that employ 13,445
people. These arts-centric businesses play an important role in building and sustaining economic
vibrancy. They employ a creative workforce, spend money locally, generate government revenue, and are
a cornerstone of tourism and economic development. The map below provides a clear picture of the
creative industries in Rhode Island, with each dot representing an arts-centric business. The creative
industries account for 4.76 percent of the 68,256 total businesses located in Rhode Island and 2.48
percent of the 542,201 total people they employ.
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(Data current as of January 2012)

CATEGORY EMPLOYEES
lArts S"cﬁomc;lvs énd Services Tﬁ 109 m247'§‘
Agents 2 4

" Arts Councils 7 24:
_ " Atts Schools and Instruction 100 219,
Desngn and Publishing 1,086 2,699
Advertising 123 641
- Aréhlfécture e 5
“WDeSIgn T 758‘ 1,297':
- ‘A“F‘Publlshlng 10 52
Film, Radioand V.~ 395 2,280
Radio 48 91,
Telewsnon 33l 1,108

. Motlon Plctures SN e Tt
le 109 980:

""""" 6 11

" Historical Socnety N 25 423;'1’
~ Museums i 78 546
Performlng Art I 496 1,932
TMusic ’ 235 861
IIIII Theater 9 165
" Services & & FaCllltleS I 113} 253
o : 7
W‘Dance 1 35
Performe"rﬂsw('hec) ....... n 135 611
Visual Arts/Photography 1,053 5,307
e S A S s 3763

. Photography S S o 508
" Visual Ats 118 224
~ Services 111 581

Note: As the source of these data is based solely on businesses that have registered with Dun & Bradstreet, our analyses indicate an

2012

under-representation of nonprofit arts organizations and individual artists. Therefore, this Creative Industries report should be considered a
conservative estimate. For more information, maps, and to make sure you are included in our Creative Industries research, visit

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/sc/Creativelndustries.

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/sc/Creativelndustries
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TREND: Net gain of 16% in Creative Industry Businesses
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TREND: Net gain of 6% in Creative Industry Jobs
in Rhode Island from 2011 to 2012
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