Purpose

Rhode Island is participating in a national program of reinvestment and recovery
—under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 (ARRA) — and the
Rhode Island arts community is a part of that recovery effort. Under the terms of
the ARRA, funds were appropriated to the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA), the federal arts agency, for the purpose of “preserving jobs” in the arts,
specifically in nonprofit organizations. Rhode Island is receiving and
distributing $291,500 through the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
(RISCA), the state arts agency in Rhode Island, as part of this recovery effort, in a
program it is calling ARTS JOBS: SOLUTIONS FOR THE OCEAN STATE.

The purpose of ARRA is to stimulate economic recovery through reinvestment
during difficult economic times. In its arts recovery program Rhode Island seeks
to invest in those positions in the nonprofit arts sector that make a meaningful
difference in an organization’s ability to serve its community.

Community service can be defined in a number of ways. Contribution to the
cultural life of a community is a vitally important service, and RISCA plays a
significant role in this area through its support of artists and arts organizations.
But other areas of community service are also important, and a key purpose
behind the ARRA and ARTS JOBS is to demonstrate how the arts contribute in
ways that support our state and nation’s economic recovery effort.

So in ARTS JOBS: SOLUTIONS FOR THE OCEAN STATE we will seek to support those
proposals, within the limited means of the program, which can measurably
demonstrate how a job or jobs in the arts, if retained, can contribute not only to the
well-being of an organization, but also to the community in which it resides.
And that by retaining those jobs in the arts we are not only helping individuals
continue to work and support their families, we are also helping communities
work their way out of difficult economic times.
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Deadline for application

A signed application form, accompanied by all required support materials, must
be in the possession of the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts by no later
than 4:30pm on Friday, May 1, 2009. Applications submitted electronically by
fax or email will not be accepted. Incomplete applications will not be accepted.
Material must be received by the deadline: applications postmarked on May 1
but received after that date will not be accepted.

Eligibility
In order to apply, you must:

e Be a nonprofit organization classified as tax exempt under section 501
(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and currently registered as a non-
profit organization with the Rhode Island Secretary of State’s Office
Corporations Division, AND

e Have a significant arts program, defined as an arts program or activity
that is an important part of the work of your organization in both size and
scope, OR

e Prominently identify the arts in the organization’s mission statement as an
important part of the organization’s work.

Organizations that have not applied to RISCA for support in the past four years
will be required to provide a one-page description of the arts activities of their
organization.

All organizations will be required to submit a complete copy of the most recent
Form 990 they submitted to the Internal Revenue Service.

What we fund and what we do not fund

The ARTS JOBS program will only support salary and benefit costs related to
retaining or restoring positions lost or in danger of being lost as a result of the
economic downturn. Absolutely no programming or administrative costs
beyond personnel costs for specific positions will be allowed.

Under federal requirements, no portion of these funds can be used to support

fund-raising or development positions. Requests for fund-raising or
development positions will immediately disqualify an application.
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Grant amounts

We have decided that these funds will only be meaningful if the amount
awarded is meaningful itself. We are therefore awarding either $12,500 or
$25,000 grants, fully realizing that this may limit the number of grants we award,
but feeling that the level of support is in direct relationship to the potential
success of the program.

That said, RISCA is fully committed to ensuring that organizations that serve or
represent racially, ethnically or culturally specific communities are fully
competitive within this special funding opportunity.

In filling out the application form, applicants should request either $12,500 or
$25,000, whichever is more appropriate to the position or positions included in
the proposal. These are non-matching grants. The grant period for this ARTS
JoBS opportunity is from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.

How your application is reviewed, from beginning to end

Applications are due on the May 1, 2009 deadline. They will be reviewed by staff
for completeness, and then forwarded to a special panel for review. The panel
will be made up of members of the State Arts Council board along with
community members experienced in understanding the challenges and needs of
the nonprofit arts community. The panel will review each application in
accordance with the purpose of the program and the evaluation criteria, as listed
below, and will forward its recommendations to the full Council for its review
and decision.

The full Arts Council board will meet at the end of June 2009 to review
recommendations and award grants. In the case of the ARTS JOBS program, the
National Endowment for the Arts has ruled that only one stimulus grant may be
awarded to any nonprofit organization. RISCA will therefore wait until it has
received a list from the NEA of Rhode Island nonprofits it has approved for
stimulus grants, which we anticipate will arrive the first week of July 2009.
RISCA will then announce its awards, striking from its state list any
organizations that were successful in receiving a federal grant and substituting
Rhode Island organizations that were on a backup list produced by the panel and
tentatively approved by the RISCA board.
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Evaluation criteria

Each ARTS JoBs applicant will first be evaluated on the value and importance of
its arts programs, based either on its past record as an applicant to the State Arts
Council or on the one-page description of its arts activities required of any
organization that has not applied to RISCA for support in the past four years (see
above under Eligibility). If the panel feels that the organization and its arts
program(s) qualify as supportable, then the panel will rank each application
based on the following criteria:

e the importance of this position or positions to the organization and its
ability to continue to achieve its core artistic and/or administrative
mission,

e the level of “public value” that will result from either restoring or
retaining the position(s) indicated, including the importance to the local
and/or state economy, and

e the ability to show, over time, that these funds have made a difference in
either stabilizing or expanding the work of the organization. This will
include assessing the applicant organization’s ability to gather
information and report on its progress in a timely fashion (see below).

Be aware that the National Endowment for the Arts will require a quarterly
report from each organization that receives arts stimulus funding. In the case of
State ARTS JOBS grants RISCA will be required to report quarterly, which means
any recipient of State ARTS JOBS grants will be required to submit quarterly
progress reports to RISCA. The applicant organization’s ability to gather and
report on its progress in a timely fashion will be an important factor in who will
get support through this program.

What you need to submit (checklist)

All applicants are required to submit the following:

0 One ARTS JOBS application form with original signatures, signed by an
authorized official of the organization (either Chairman of the Board or a
board member authorized to sign checks on behalf of the organization)
and by the project director (usually the Executive Director or Managing
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Director of the organization). The application form must be complete,
with all questions and fields filled out to the best of your ability.

0 A complete copy of the most recent Form 990 your organization has
submitted to the Internal Revenue Service.

0 A current list of the members of your Board of Directors

Important: if your organization has not applied to RISCA for support in the past
four years you will be required to provide a one-page description of the arts
activities of your organization.

General terms and conditions

All applicants must go to http://www.arts.ri.gov/legal to review the General
Terms and Conditions and Assurances information prior to submitting an
application. By submitting your application you are agreeing to abide by all of
these federal and state terms and conditions if you receive support from RISCA.

Grant applications are considered on a competitive basis. No applicant is
guaranteed funding at any level, even if all basic criteria have been met. Prior
funding does not guarantee support in current or future years.

All RISCA grant award programs are contingent upon the availability of funds
from the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

The applicant certifies that the information contained in the application,
including all supporting documents and attachments, is true and correct to the
best of his or her knowledge. Any fraudulent statement made in the application
will be grounds for denying a grant award.

RISCA is accountable for the expenditure of public funds. Therefore, grantees
MUST acknowledge the Council's support with the credit line "supported in part
by the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts", wherever appropriate, and by the
display of the Council’s logo. Information on grant acknowledgement is
available on the Council’s website.

Limits of Liability

The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts is not responsible for damage or loss
of materials submitted to its office, whether or not such damage or loss is caused
by negligence of the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, its employees or
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agents. All supporting materials submitted must be duplications of works;
ownership and copyright of the actual work remain with the applicant. No
original or single editions of works will be accepted.

Page 6



	Purpose
	Deadline for application
	Eligibility
	What we fund and what we do not fund
	Grant amounts
	How your application is reviewed, from beginning to end
	Evaluation criteria
	What you need to submit (checklist)
	General terms and conditions

